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Collaborations Between AIMST University and Sethu Institute of Technology
On 11th March 2019, the Founder and
Chairman of Sethu Institute of Technology
(SIT), Mr S. Mohamed Jaleel visited AIMST
University intending to build a close relationship for collaboration. His visit was to
reinforce the earlier delegation of his staff
who had visited AIMST University on 17 th
January 2019.
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Leaders
Special points of interest
inside this issue:

Several potential areas of collaboration including areas of mutual interests in engineering
fields were discussed. Both institutions plan to
start collaborative activities as soon as possible
including students and staff mobility as well as
development and implementation of joint research projects of mutual interests.
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were discussed to get ready for the planned
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signing.
It was noticeable that all faculties do have various opportunities to establish collaborative
activities between the two institutions including students and staff mobility as well as to
develop and start joint research projects. MOU
will be signed in due time.
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On 14th January 2019, a delegation from
Pondicherry University, India lead by its
Vice-Chancellor, Prof Dr Gurmeet Singh
visited AIMST University for a collaboration meeting. The meeting was chaired by
Emeritus Prof Dr Harcharan Singh, ViceChancellor and Chief Executive of AIMST
University.
Several areas of potential collaboration
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Emeritus Prof Dr Harcharan Singh handed over a letter-of-intent for collaboration
to Prof. Dr. Gurmeet Singh at the end of
the collaboration meeting between AIMST
University and Pondicherry University
held on 14th January 2019
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Editor's Note
Dear Readers,
Welcome to the March edition
of the AIMST Newsletter, AIMST
University‟s bimonthly newsletter.
In this Issue, you will find several
noteworthy updates from various
faculties, departments, schools,
units and committees of the university.
As a part of internationalisation,
AIMST University is always open to
meaningful collaborations with Institutions of Higher Learning (IHL)
and universities from other countries. Currently, we have
collaboration with various foreign IHL and universities
from Australia, China, Cyprus, India, Japan, New Zealand, Pakistan, Thailand, and the UK. Recently, we have
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Sethu Institute of Technology, India. Also, to establish longterm collaboration with AIMST University, a delegation
from Pondicherry University, India lead by its ViceChancellor, Prof Dr Gurmeet Singh visited AIMST University to discuss the potential areas for collaboration (page
1).
The proper training of medical (MBBS) students is essential to make them market ready. Our Clinical Skills Centre (CSC) is fully equipped with equipment to facilitate
preclinical and clinical training. Dr Patrick Tan (Assoc.
Prof.), Director, Clinical Skills Centre (CSC) highlighted
the facilities available for our students‟ training (page 3).
On 13 Feb 2019, Dr Ahmad Hazri Ilyas, Senior Assistant
Director and Head of the Non-Communicable Disease
Unit, Kedah State Health Department, officially launched
a „Smoking Cessation Clinic‟ which is the first of its kind
at the Faculty of Dentistry, AIMST University (page 9).
Our „Global Immersion Program (GIP)‟ is becoming popular among students from many foreign IHL and universities. On 25th March 2019, we received 18 students from
Alshifa College of Pharmacy under GIP for two weeks

(page 10).
To appreciate and encourage the efforts of researchers, Honourable Vice-Chancellor, Emeritus Prof Dr
Harcharan Singh Sidhu congratulated all recipients
of grants, under „Fundamental Research Grant
Scheme (FRGS)‟ (2018 cycle) (page 18). We have also
signed MoU with two industry partners (from Malaysia), Fairy Food Industries Sdn Bhd and Meluha Life
Sciences Sdn Bhd to work in the areas of food biotechnology and stem cell research, respectively.
Environment and Wildlife Awareness Campaign
aimed to create awareness about the importance of
preserving the environment and wildlife was organised by the first-year BSc (Hon) Biotechnology and
Bioinformatics degree programmes students (page
36).
Safety of students, staff, faculty, visitors and surrounding environment is of prime importance to
AIMST University. For the first time, AIMST University is going to observe „Biosafety and Biosecurity
Month‟, April 2019. The theme of it is “Beyond the
Lab: Increasing the Visibility of Biosafety and Biosecurity”. The main aim of the exercise is to promote
the importance of biosafety and biosecurity among
students, staff and stakeholders of AIMST University
(page 46).
Under „Luminaries‟ section, you will find a brief interview of Ramesh K., Dean, Faculty of Dentistry
(page 35). In addition to this, various other notable
activities and events are highlighted to keep AIMST
community and stakeholders updated.
Last but not least, please note that based on the
feedback received from „Editorial Team Members‟ of
newsletter and „AIMST University Management‟,
AIMST Newsletter will be published quarterly after
this Issue.
With Best Wishes,
Thank you for reading!

Dr Subhash J Bhore
Editor-in-Chief, AIMST Newsletter

AIMST University Clinical Skills Centre and Allied Health Centre of Excellence [AHCoE
(Penang)] Work Together to Train Students
In the 21st-century‟s medical training programmes,
clinical simulation training has become an integral
part of the Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) curriculum. Clinical simulation training complements clinical bedside training to complete medical training. Clinical Skills Centre (CSC)
at AIMST University is fully equipped with equipment to facilitate preclinical as well as the clinical
training where both technical skills and nontechnical skills can be learned and enhanced. These
skills can be taught through immersive clinical simulation activities in a simulated hospital environment. Dr Patrick Tan (Assoc. Prof.), Director, Clini-

cal Skills Centre (CSC, AIMST University) highlights the
facilities available to medical students of AIMST University.
AIMST University‟s MBBS programme is to train medical
students to be House Officer ready with clinical knowledge,
technical skills and non-technical skills. The immersive
simulation training allows students to interact with
„standardised patients‟ and high fidelity manikins where
students have the „hands-on‟ training to develop both technical and non-technical skills. Medical students are exposed to medico-legal aspects of patient care during the
immersive simulation training. They learn how to communicate with patients, ►Read more on page 4.
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►Continued from page 3
their relatives and medical staff using the right words,
emotion and body languages. They are also given the
opportunity to deal with a stressful clinical environment
and learn the importance of clinical documentation and
consent taking.
There are different levels of fidelity manikins with different technological capabilities. In order to provide the
optimal immersive simulation training, in 2017, CSC

has collaborated with Allied Health Centre of Excellence
(AHCoE), which has very high fidelity manikins in a
simulated hospital environment. AIMST University‟s
medical students and post-primary critical care nursing
students through CSC, have access to AHCoE‟s facilities to enhance their learning experience. Some of the
snaps are shown (page 4 to 8) to highlight the facilities
available for the AIMST students.

Preclinical students learning the
heart sounds in CSC

Year 3 Clinical students learning to intubate at CSC
Preclinical students learning intravenous phlebotomy in CSC

The first batch of five Year 5 students who have completed both Basic Life Support and Advanced Cardiovascular Life Support Certifications and had joined the „Alpha
Team‟ taking part in immersive clinical simulation training
Allied Health Centre
of Excellence
(AHCoE), Penang

Intensive Care Unit Facility with HAL3201 High
fidelity manikin (RM 460,000), ventilator and dialysis machine at AHCoE.
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►Continued from page 4

Delivery Room with high
fidelity manikin (Victoria is
of RM 500K, and Super
Tory is of RM 600K) at AHCoE.

Operation Theatre at AHCoE .

―Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world‖. ─Nelson Mandela
―The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically. Intelligence plus character – that is the goal of true education‖. ─ Martin Luther King, Jr
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Emergency
Room at AHCoE

Simulation Control Room at
AHCoE

Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (Super Tory) at AHCoE.
On January 18, 2019, Alpha Team (Year 5 students) learning how to deliver a baby
at AHCoE Labour Room. „Victoria‟ the mother can interact, speaks, cry and laugh.
Delivery can be converted to Caesarian Section.

Showing baby to Victoria (The Mother)
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►Continued from page 6
Victoria collapsed after delivery due to
excessive bleeding, and Alpha Team began
resuscitation.

Alpha Team actively preparing medications and
„blood‟ for transfusion during resuscitation at AHCoE
The patient is transferred to the Intensive Care Unit after resuscitation
for further management.

Alpha Team Debriefing during management in the Intensive Care Unit.
„Doctors‟ involved in a discussion on
further treatment for the patient.

Alpha Team debriefing in the Intensive
Care Unit at the end of the simulation.
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Recently, in August 2018, Faculty of Allied Health and
CSC of AIMST University launched the Post Basic Critical Care Nursing Course. The first batch of Post Basic
Critical Care Nursing Students had undergone simulation training in Intensive Care Unit at AHCoE. All five
students completed and passed the examination in

January 2019. The next intake is in April 2019. It is a
requirement by hospital accreditation bodies for registered nurses working in the Intensive Care Unit to complete post basic Critical Care Nursing course. CSC covers lectures on airway management, management of
ventilated patients and conducts critical care simulation activities at AHCoE.

Post Basic Critical Care Nursing
students were learning to intubate
HAL 3201 high fidelity manikin.
HALL 3201 (RM 460K) is a very high fidelity manikin
which is ventilator compliant, responsive and userfriendly. AHCoE has two HAL 3201 manikins.

Post Basic Critical
Care Nursing students were learning
airway management
skills.
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AIMST University Starts Tobacco
Cessation Clinic
On 13 Feb 2019, Dr Ahmad Hazri Ilyas, Senior Assistant Director and Head of the NonCommunicable Disease Unit, Kedah State
Health Department, officially launched a
smoking cessation clinic which is the first of
its kind at the Faculty of Dentistry of AIMST
University. The Clinic intends to collaborate
closely with the State Health Department as
an accredited referral centre for smokers who
wish to quit their evil habit. Counselling and
latest interventions in anti-smoking therapy
Opening of Tobacco
will be offered through this centre. In conjuncCessation Clinic
tion with the opening, a one day workshop for
dental students and staff was also held on the
same day. Participants enjoyed the hands-on
session on the use of carbon monoxide analyser. Assoc Prof Dr Durga Prasad of FoD, Dr Ahmad
Hazri and Mr Lau Chee Jin, Clinical Pharmacist of
Tobacco Cessation Clinic at Main Health Centre, Sg
Petani delivered their talks in the workshop.
Hands on session on the use of carbon monoxide
analyser

A Dentistry Workshop
On 23rd and 24th February 2019, Dr Rahul Rathi from Faculty of Dentistry, AIMST University

conducted a two days hands-on workshop in Persatuan Alumni
Universiti Malaya, Kuala Lumpur. IDAM organised the event
and supported by Micromega (France) and Septodont(USA).
Practitioners
from the
governm e n t
and priv a t e
sectors
attended it.

Dr Rahul Rathi (center) with workshop participants

Study Abroad Program at AIMST
In March 2019, twenty-three (23) students from
Kanagawa University (Japan) completed their
study abroad program at AIMST. The certificate

award ceremony for their completion of studies for one year at
AIMST was held on 14th March 2019.
AIMST Vice-Chancellor & Chief Executive delivered a motivational speech to the students and congratulated them for their
achievements and successes in various aspects while staying
at AIMST and wished them ►Read more on page 10.
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study visit.

best of luck to move forward. They were also invited to visit AIMST again in the future for shortterm programmes such as internship and or

On 8th March 2019, a farewell party for them by their
homestay foster-parents was held at the community centre
in Ambangan Heights in Sungai Petani, Kedah.

Emeritus Prof. Dr Harcharan
Singh
and
AIMST senior management staff with 23 students from Kanagawa
University after the
distribution of Certificates of programme
Completion at AIMST
University, 14th March
2019.

AIMST University's Global Immersion Program
On 25th March 2019, AIMST University received the 1st
batch of 18 students from Alshifa College of Pharmacy
under AIMST University's Global Immersion Program
(GIP) for two weeks from 25th March – 5th April 2019.

The program will be hosted and managed by the Faculty
of Pharmacy. The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
between the two institutions was approved by the First
Steering Committee (FSC) on 2nd February 2019.

Welcome and induction session: Emeritus Prof. Dr Harcharan Singh addressed the students from Alshifa College of
Pharmacy, Kerala under AIMST University's Global Immersion Programme, 26th March 2019.
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2nd MyPSA National Pharmacy Research Competition
Pharmaceutical Society of AIMST University (PharmSA) had
organised the 2nd Malaysian Pharmacy Student Association‟s (MyPSA) National Pharmacy Research competition,
held on 8-10 March 2019. A total of 38 undergraduate research papers
were
presented
by pharmacy students
from 9 universities
that
offer
pharmacy
degree programme.

The Inauguration of a Scientific Forum at AVMC by Snr Prof KR Sethuraman
Arupadai Veedu Medical College (AVMC), Pondicherry, affiliated to Vainayaka Mission deemedto-be University, Salem, India has offered visiting professorship
to Snr Prof KR
Sethuraman,
Dean,
FoM,
AIMST University; and invited
him to inaugurate the scientific
forum
"Scientifique" at
AVMC on January 25, 2019.
Prof KR Sethuraman gave the
inaugural
orat i o n
o n

"Educating the Web-2.0 Generation", which was well attended
and appreciated by the faculty members of AVMC.
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CREST Collaborative Meeting with UKM on Dengue Outbreak Prediction Research
On 11 January 2019, AIMST team comprising of Prof.
M. Ravichandran and Ms Sumitra had a fruitful meeting with Prof. Hidayatulfathi Othman, School of Diagnostic & Applied Health Sciences, UKM, on the Dengue
Outbreak Prediction project. Ms Aida and Ms Michelle
from Collaborative Research in Engineering Science and
Technology (CREST) facilitated this meeting and discussed the dengue data that could be obtained from
various government hospitals and the Ministry of
Health. The Dengue Outbreak Prediction project is a
university-industry collaborative grant funded by
CREST, and its goal is to develop an intelligent system
that will predict a dengue outbreak and send a warning Prof Ravichandran (second from left) and MSc Biotechnology stusystem to the relevant authorities and community near- dent, Ms Sumitra (first from left) with the UKM and CREST members.
by.

BSc Biotechnology Alumnus Returns to Alma Mater As An Invited Speaker
On 11 January 2019, Faculty of
Applied Sciences had hosted Dr
Vinod RMT Balasubramaniam
from Monash University, Malaysia. He delivered an invited talk
on “GUT BRAIN -AXIS: We are
what we eat?”. Dr Vinod was a
BSc Biotechnology alumnus
from AIMST University. After

completing his bachelor‟s degree in 2007, he did his
PhD degree at Monash University, where he worked on
the various host cellular genes infected with Avian Influenza Virus H5N1 and their protein-protein interactions
with viral genes. He completed his post-doctoral research fellow work at Mount Sinai Medical Centre, New
York, which is one of the leading Influenza research laboratories in the world. He has publications in high impact journals such as Nature Microbiology, Cell Host
Microbe and PLoS Pathogens.

Visitation by Malaysian Technology Development Corporation (MTDC) Officials
On 21 February 2019, Ms Tengku Nila Putri Tengku
Ilham, Senior Vice President and Ms Arni Balkish Binti
Mohamed Aris, Vice President, MTDC ACADEMY visited
Faculty of Applied Sciences (FAS). The discussion was
about Technology transfer and Industrial revolution 4.0
workshop and joint program development. There was a
discussion about AIMST cold chain free cholera vaccine

formulation that has commercialisation potential. As a
result of this meeting, on 4-5 March 2019, 25 students
and nine staff of AIMST University participated in
the Mini I 4.0 Workshop and Mini Technology Transfer
& Commercialisation Workshop, respectively. It is noteworthy to mention that this event was fully supported by
MTDC for AIMST staff and students.

MTDC Senior Vice President Ms Tengku Nila (fifth from the
left) and Ms Arni Balkish (third from the left) with Prof. M. Ravichandran, Faculty of Applied Sciences (FAS) Dean and FAS staff.
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Faculty of Dentistry Improves Its Facilities for Dental Technology Students
Emeritus Prof. Dr
H a r c h a r a n
Singh
Sidhu,
Vice-Chancellor,
AIMST University
inaugurated the
newly built extension of dental
technology laboratory in the dental building. Vice
-Chancellor and
Registrar appreciated the initiative
taken by the faculty for upgrading
the
facilities.
Dr Ramesh, Dean,
Faculty of Dentistry
explained
about the newer
facilities at the
work stations in
this lab.

Emeritus Prof. Dr Harcharan Singh Sidhu, and
and Snr Assoc. Prof. Dr
Kathiresan while taking a
look at the new facility of
Faculty.

Dental Technology is in Demand
On 21st of March 2019, eight students of year 4
Bachelor of Dental Technology (BDT), attended a job
interview conducted by Master Technologist Mr
Tsubasa Shimoda and Ms Syazni Abu Bakar from
Oriental Wellcare Group Sdn Bhd. The selected students will be sent to dental laboratories in China
and Japan for further training and will be recruited
to work at Dental Laboratory in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
Mr Tsubasa Shimoda and Ms Syazni Abu Bakar also
visited our dental facilities and expressed satisfaction the way our BDT program is conducted.

Some pictures of the event.
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The Intervarsity Clinical Emergency Quiz Competition
On March 9, 2019, The intervarsity, medical emergency quiz competition was organised by the RED association of AIMST University. The quiz competition aimed
to stress on the fact that acting promptly and correctly during emergencies saves lives. The slogan for the
quiz reads „Act fast, save lives‟. Multiple teams
from University Sains Malaysia (USM), University Malaysia Sabah (UMS), International Medical University
(IMU) and University Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR)
joined the AIMST University team in the competition. The quiz focused on clinical emergencies and the
appropriate management that needs to be acted upon.
Using the clinical skills centre and by simulating real
case scenarios, the teams were tested on their attitude, skills and knowledge. The first and second places were secured by teams from IMU, while third place
went to USM.

Some pictures of the event.
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Public Health Campaign
Pharmaceutical Society of AIMST University, PharmSA had organised Public
Health Campaign to promote awareness
about Cancer with the theme “Kick cancer before it kicks you”. This event was
organised in collaboration with Malaysian Pharmacy Student Association
(MyPSA), KKM and National Cancer Society of Malaysia (NCSM) in Mydin
Mall,
Bukit Mertajam on the 16th
March 2019. The main aim of this public health campaign was to raise public
awareness on cancer, predominantly
breast, rectal and lung cancer. The
event was officiated by YB. Dr. Afif Bin

Page 15
Bahardin, Penang State Exco Pertanian & Industri Asas Tani,
Pembangunan Luar Bandar dan Kesihatan.

►Continued from page 14

Rotaract Club of AIMST University Served Immigrants
On 3rd March 2019, the Rotaract
Club of AIMST University organised a
medical camp for approximately 40
immigrants in the outskirts of
Bedong, Kedah. At the camp, Rotaractors provided necessary treatment
and general check up to help the immigrants be aware of their health status. The members of the club, assisted by lecturers of specific specialities .. ►Continued on page 16.

The participants
engaged in
brain storming
and discussion
during the intervarsity medical emergency
quiz competition
organized by
RED association
of AIMST University.
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►Continued from page 15
(Medicine, Ophthalmology, Psychiatry and Obstetrics
and Gynaecology) from the Faculty of Medicine actively
participated in the event.

Noteworthy Achievements and Activities
AIMST Medical Students (MBBS) secured the
second position (First runner up) in the First
Asian Clinical Anatomy and Clinical Physiology
Quiz conducted at UniKL RCMP, Ipoh on 6 Oct
2018. The Anatomy and Physiology Units
trained the students for the quiz. A total of 9

teams representing 6 Universities namely, UniKL RCMP (two
teams), MAHSA University (two teams), AIMST University (two
teams), Taylors University, USIM and UiTM participated in the
Quiz.

Malvinpal Singh of Year 2 MBBS secured 5th position in the
National level chess tournament held at Alor Setar on 17 Nov
2018. … ►Continued on page 17.
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… ►Continued from page 16

The AIMST MBBS students participated in the Medics
Intervarsity Games (MIVG 2018), Shah Alam organised
by UKM. The AIMST students won 2 gold, one silver
and three bronze medals.

Dr Harcharan Singh Sidhu along with Snr Professor KR
Sethuraman, the Dean of FOM.

Dr Bina from Unit of Community Medicine, Faculty of
Medicine, AIMST University, conducted the table top
exercise on Zoonotic diseases at Bangi Resort on
March 16-17, 2019, which was also attended by Dr
Tracy and Ms Azhila of FoM, AIMST.

Dr Kevin, Dr Stanley, Dr Shivali and Dr Victor attended the GCP workshop in March 2019 at Sungai Petani,
Kedah.
On December 13, 2018, RED Association organised an
HIV/AIDS awareness campaign, „END THE STIGMA
NOW‟ in conjunction with World AIDS Day. This event
was officiated by Hon Vice Chancellor Emeritus Prof.
►Continued page 18
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Honourable
V i c e Chancellor,
Emeritus
Professor Dr
H a r ch ar an
Singh Sidhu
congratulated and issued letters
of appointment to all
recipients
(Principal
Investigators)
of
2018 FRGS
grants.
The RED
association
launched
a
video
titled
„ M e n t a l
Health Matters‟ on 18
Dec
2018.
Snr. Prof KR
Sethuraman,
Dean,
FoM
and Prof Sudarsanan,
HoU of Psyc h i a t r y ,
spoke on occasion.
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… ►Continued from page 18
A
meeting
was held with
AIMST alumni
House
and
Medical Officers at Hospital
Sultanah Bahiyah,
Alor
Setar, 20 Feb
2019, on curriculum
and
clinical
students attachment feedback
in the hospitals.

Household Survey by AIMST Year 3 Group B Medical Students at Sungai Lalang, Bedong
A 'Household Survey' is the process of collecting and
analysing data to help the students understand the
general situation and specific characteristics of the
individual household or all households in the community.

Kampung Leader Mr Azman Abd. Manaf gave briefing before
conducting the household survey

A survey was conducted in Kampung Pinang Dalam and
Kampung Pinang Luar from 11th to 14th February 2019
under the supervision of Dr Swe Swe Latt and Pn Azila
bt Hashim. It is roughly around 11 km from AIMST University and about 6.8km to Klinik Kesihatan Bedong and
7.5km to Hospital Sultan Abdul Halim. The estimated
total household in Kampung Pinang Dalam and Kampung Pinang Luar is 133.
The majority of the population is Malays and Islam in
faith. This survey was collected under six domains as
demography, family planning, environment and sanitation, nutritional assessment, clinical examination and
common illness/ morbidity.
Focus group discussion on awareness of Diabetes Mellitus among the residents of Kampung Pinang Luar and
Kampung Pinang Dalam was done on the last day of data collection.
Some snaps of the data collection, clinical assessment
and discussion activities are shown on page 24.
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A Report on the Vocational Training at Nagoya Hospitals Japan
By Dr PK Rajesh, Deputy Dean, FoM, AIMST University
Rotary International focuses on six focus areas of service: Peace and conflict prevention resolution; Disease
prevention and treatment; Water and sanitation; Maternal and child health; Basic education and literacy; and
Economic and community development. Global grants,
district grants are available for humanitarian projects
which fall under the above categories. Vocational training of professionals who would be able to establish best
practices learnt from other countries also help to support humanitarian projects.

I was selected after an interview process to lead a vocational training team to Nagoya, Japan. It included two
doctors and two nursing staff from the ministry of
health. The project was jointly organised by the rotary
international (Malaysia district 3300 and Japan district
2760) and the Ministry of Health Malaysia. The team
visited six hospitals in Nagoya, Japan from Feb 25th to
March 1st, 2019.
Dr Yasmin, an infectious disease consultant from
Sungai Buloh hospital who was one of our team members, shared data on the Malaysian scenario and explained in lengthy about drug-resistant cases and contact tracing. Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus aureus and Colistin resistance incidence is rising gradually
in Japan. Malaysia shared that our problems are more
with Extended-Spectrum Beta-Lactamases and Colistin
Resistant Enterococci infections. We discussed the
management of CRE infections and the best strategies
of CRE screening. We visited the operation theatres,
ICU‟s, hospital wards, laboratories, endoscopy rooms,
NICU, delivery rooms and the sterilisation facilities.
Japan has a problem with its ageing population with
the palliative wards being full and infection control being a challenge.
On the third day of the project, we visited, Inabe General hospital. We had multiple presentations and sharing of data regarding antimicrobial stewardship programs, the importance of hand hygiene programs, and
antibiogram patterns of hospitals. Site visits to the microbiology lab and general surgical wards included a
hands-on demonstration on infectious control practices
in the ward.
Most hospitals are equipped to isolate and ward infectious disease patients such as Middle Eastern Respiratory Syndrome related coronavirus. Code I (Infection)
activation is done, and MERS transfer pathway is well
guarded and cross infections prevented. The whole ICU

area can be converted to negative, normal or positive
pressure. Roller blinds were used instead of curtains.
There are ten other isolation rooms with negative pressure available.
We visited Daido hospital, and they shared their successful interventions to reduce and manage tuberculosis. They use N95 masks and test its efficacy. Scopes
are sterilised with utmost care using the latest technology.

A visit to palliative wards, Inabe General hospital. A bed in a
palliative ward to prevent bed sores, an automated bed pan
cleaner and a bed to bed transfer facility.

At Nagoya city centre university hospital, we had an
exciting session where we were part of the team discussing the antimicrobial sensitivity. It was interesting
to share and brainstorm management principles in real
patient scenarios. The lab technician, a pharmacist, an
infectious disease doctor, the infection control nurse
and a doctor in charge of the patient were present to
discuss the antibiogram. Access to history, co-morbid
conditions, other drugs prescribed, investigations etc.
were readily available.
The Japanese Vocational Team would visit Malaysia in
May 2019 and would visit Hospital Sungai Buloh, Hospital Serdang at …. ►Continued on page 45
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An Evening of Tea with Prospective Students of Biotechnology and Bioinformatics
On 7 March 2019, Faculty of Applied Sciences organconnecting the biological world to the digital revoluised a hi-tea get-together with Foundation in Science
tion in areas of big data analytics, artificial intellistudents who are interested in pursuing biotechnology
gence and Internet of Things (IoT).
and bioinformatics. Prof Ravichandran, Dean of FAS,
AIMST University offers 100% tuition fee waiver for
gave a talk on the opportunities and job careers in
qualified SPM students for Foundation in Science
these two fields. Recently, the National Industry 4.0
leading to B.Sc. (Hons) Biotechnology and B.Sc.
Policy was launched, and biotechnology and bioinfor(Hons) Bioinformatics.
matics are the crucial areas
of Industrial Revolution 4.0
(IR 4.0). The prospects for
these two areas remain positive as Malaysia forges
ahead with IR 4.0.
The B.Sc. (Hons) in Biotechnology
is
a
multidisciplinary program that
equips the student with the
knowledge and practical
skills in medical biotechnology, food technology, nanotechnology, bioinformatics,
metabolomics, environmental biotechnology, aquaculture, plant science, cell culture, genetic engineering,
molecular biology, microbiology, biochemistry, immunology, and biosensors. These skills are essential for the
graduates when they enter a
working landscape that has
evolved with IR 4.0. For example, the use of 3D printing, which is one of the enabling technologies of additive manufacturing, has created new possibilities in tissue engineering. Advanced
materials with new properties will be created through
nanotechnology, and together with additive manufacturing technologies, development of new products that
are better and more efficient
will now be possible.
FAS staff with Prospective Students of Biotechnology and Bioinformatics.
The B.Sc. (Hons) in Bioinformatics is a newly introduced program,
with a curriculum that was developed with
the digital revolution of IR 4.0 in mind. The
curriculum combines mathematical, statistical, computer science and information
technology methods to solve problems in
biology. The B.Sc. (Hons) Bioinformatics
program brings together the knowledge of
bioinformatics with the tremendous potential of biotechnological tools for wealth and
knowledge creation. Bioinformatics graduates are expected to play essential roles in
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Blood Donation Campaign
Pharmaceutical Society of AIMST University
(PharmSA) had organised a blood donation campaign, held on 12-14th March 2019 at Orientation
hall, AIMST University. Staff and students active
participation made the campaign successful.

BSc Biotechnology Alumnus Enters One
of The World's Top Universities
Ms Hang Jing Wen, a BSc Biotechnology alumnus,
was accepted by one of the world‟s top 15 universities, the National University of Singapore (NUS). In
November 2018, Ms Hang completed her BSc (Hons)
Biotechnology at AIMST University with First Class
Honours. She received a scholarship from NUS to
pursue a doctoral degree at Department of Microbiology and Immunology, Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine for the January 2019 intake. During her undergraduate years at AIMST University, she developed her passion for biotechnology research and
decided to pursue this passion by doing a PhD. Her
current research is on the molecular mechanism
behind the Plasmodium parasite invasion.

Enhancing R & D through University-Industry
Collaborations
AIMST University recently signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with two industry partners, Fairy Food Industries Sdn Bhd, Kedah and Meluha Life Sciences Sdn
Bhd, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia to work in the areas of food
biotechnology and stem cell research, respectively.

The Health Education Camp
As a part of community medicine assignment, a medical
health camp was organised by the MBBS students (batch
22). The camp was held on 2nd of March 2019 at Masjid Al
Makmur, Sungai Lalang, Bedong. Dr Swe Swe Latt and Pn
Azila bt Hashim supervised the camp. The event started at
8 am and ended approximately at noon. The opening of the
camp was done by the YB Nurin Aina Binti Abdullah followed by the speech by the YB. Token of appreciation was
given to the YB by Snr Prof KR Sethuraman (Dean, FoM)
and the community leaders received certificates from the
YB. The leader of the health camp was Deveenaa a/p Nadarajan. Around 168 participants took part in a health
assessment provided by AIMST staff. Dr Kevin Fernandez, Dr Swe Swe Latt, Ms Azila Hashim, Dr Theingi Mg Mg,
Dr Tracy Sein, Dr Saraswathi Bina Rai, Dr G Rajagopal, Dr
Kailash Kharkwal, Dr Christina Gellknight, Dr Adarsh
Bharadwaj, Dr Sawri Rajan Rajagopal, Dr Tin Soe @ Saifullah, Dr Uma Sankar, Dr Lei Lei Win, Madam Jency Sudha,
Dr Renugahh a/p Sukalingam and Dr Myat Thu Thu Win
actively participated in the event. Some snaps of the event
are shown below and ►Continued on page 23

Registration Booth

Ms Hang who is starting her doctoral degree
(PhD) study at NUS
this year, 2019.
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►Continued from page 22

Ophthalmology Booth
Weight and height station

Vision Test

Blood Pressure Checkup Station

Obstetrics and Gynecology Booth
Blood Sugar Checkup Station
Medicine Booth

Surgery Booth
additional snaps of the event ►Continued on page 25
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►Continued from page 19

Face to face interview session for data collection.

Clinical assessment
.

Focus Group Discussion on awareness of Diabetes Mellitus
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►Continued from page 23

Pharmacy Booth
Pediatrics Booth
Physiotherapy Booth

Children Booth

Waiting area and Information Booth
YB Nurin Aina Binti Abdullah giving a certificate
of appreciation to Dean,
Faculty of Medicine. Ad-

ditional snaps of the
event ►Continued on
page 27
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AIMST Faculty of Business Hosts 135 Post-graduate Students from India
The Faculty of Business and Management, AIMST
University, in collaboration with PSG Institute of Management had organised the 'Business Across Borders'
programme for their students conducted from 10 February to 3 March 2019. Business Across Borders is an
international student mobility programme, designed
for post-graduate business students. The primary ob-

jective was to provide the participants with crossborder business exposure. Specifically from the perspective of Malaysia, and the greater ASEAN region.
Over 135 students in three cohorts participated in
seminars, industrial visits and various recreational
activities.

Deputy Dean of the Faculty of Business and Management with students while discussing Malaysian Regulatory Framework.

The participants of Business Across Borders having fun during an outing to the Archaeological Museum at Lembah Bujang and
a stop-over at the Muda River.
A hiking trip to Bukit H in Merbok

A session with guest speker
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►Continued from page 25

Certificates distribution by YB Nurin Aina Binti Abdullah

ttttt

AIMST University‟s staff
and students
with the community leaders at the
Health Education Camp.
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A Session on Outcome Based Education (OBE)
Mr Deivasigamani conducted an OBE Session at Sethu Institute of Technology, India on the 22nd January 2019.

Laboratory Visit
On 21 March 2019, AIMST Foundation in Science students visited Faculty of Engineering‟s

RF Microwave and Communications Laboratory. The purpose
of the visit was to learn about the facilities at the faculty and
know the job opportunities for engineering graduates.

Sin Min Science Fair

Industrial Collaboration

Sin Min Independent Science Fair was held on the 19th
of January 2019. Three students and 1 Laboratory
Technician from the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Technology participated in the Fair.

On the 11th January 2019, a team from the Faculty of
Engineering and Computer Technology (FECT), AIMST
University had a collaboration meeting with Minibea
Electronics Motor (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd. The meeting
was held in the company's campus in Sungai Petani,
Kedah.

Students demonstrating their production of technical work.

Management of Minibea Electronics Motor and FECT staff.
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A Visit to Vector Department
Diploma in Nursing Year 3, Batch 13 students were
invited to attend a talk on Dengue virus, held on 27th

Page 29
of February 2019 at Hospital Lama, Sungai Petani Kedah. The primary objective of the visit was to enhance the
knowledge of students on the importance of prevention
and control of communicable disease.

New Program for the New Year 2019
School of Nursing successfully secured six
sponsorships (5 from GMC Penang, and one
from Putra Medical Centre, Alor Setar) for
health care assistant programme for January
2019 intake.

At Combaitore (PGH Hospital), India

A group of
14 went to
tal), India
placement
2019.

11 students from Batch
Combaitore (PGH Hospifor a 2-week clinical
form 10-20 January
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Workshop on Cyber Security
on the 10th January 2019, Ms Umayal, Faculty of Engineering and Computer Technology conducted a Workshop
on Cyber Security at Polytechnic Sultan Abdul Halim Mu‟adzam Shah.
Workshop on Cyber Security

Cyber Security for SMK Ibrahim and SMK Khir Johari
Ms Umayal and Mr Saravana conducted a Cyber Secu- Technology, AIMST University for the school students of
rity Workshop on the 18th January 2019 at CAD-CAD SMK Ibrahim and SMK Khir Johari.
Laboratory of Faculty of Engineering and Computer
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Thanks to AIMST Biotechnology Degree Programme for Setting Me in the Right Direction
My
name
is
Magaret
Sivapragasam.
I
started my tertiary education
in AIMST with
the sole desire
to
pursue
a
medical degree
(MBBS).
Staying away from
family for the
first time was a
taunting experience. It was the
friendships that
I built during
my
initial
Dr Magaret Sivapragasam
months
that
helped me forge ahead. My desire to become a medical doctor did not materialise, but fate took me into
a different direction, to the world of biotechnology.
Indeed, I was sad, but eventually, I realised it was a
calling. I must give credit to my lecturers who were
instrumental in challenging my mind and shaping
me in into the inquisitive, daring, persistent scientist I am today. My utmost gratitude goes to many
lecturers I had who instilled the passion towards
animal and plant biotechnology in me.
Upon graduation in 2008, my craving for knowledge
persisted, and I continued to seek for areas in the
field of science that was current. This led me to do
my PhD in the Department of Chemical and Environmental Engineering, Universiti Putra Malaysia,
where I worked on the separation of recombinant
protein using chromatographic techniques. My PhD
concluded in 2014, and I continued to work as a
post-doctoral researcher in Universiti Teknologi
PETRONAS where my passion for scientific research
was further fuelled. I mastered the skill of scientific
writing and its publication, writing research grants.
To date have published many scientific articles and
book chapters.
I continued my post-doctoral work at Universiti
Teknologi PETRONAS in 2015 at the Centre of Research in Ionic Liquids (CORIL). I had to burn the
midnight oil to comprehend all the chemistry jargons, as work necessitated the sound knowledge of
chemistry. For the past years at CORIL, I have been
working on the compatibility of biomolecules (such
as DNA, protein and lipids) to Ionic Liquids. At CORIL, my team and I work on assessing the toxicity
profile of ILs on the ecosystem, creating new biosurfactant-ILs based oil dispersants, studying the microbial adaptation to ILs and removing toxicants
from wastewater. As ILs are highly insoluble in wa-

ter, its release into the sea or rivers may damage
aquatic organisms and the ecosystems. ILs are also
resistant to photodegradation, making them a threat
to aquatic organisms. For these reasons, proactive
actions have been taken in evaluating the ecotoxicity
of the ILs. I am glad to be a part of a greater purpose
and thoroughly enjoy the work I am doing.
One project that we are most proud of is the removal
of dye substances from the textile dyeing industry.
My team and I employed the usage of very safe solvents (Ionic Liquids) to remove coloured pigments
from these polluted waste water. This project won us
an Honorable Mention in the Yale University
Green Chemistry Challenge and to stage 2 of the
SHELL 360 competition.
In 2017, I was awarded the prestigious Science Finder CAS Future Leader by the American Chemical Society. I spent a couple of weeks in the United States
and was trained by the best in the field of Leadership
in science. I was also recently featured on ―Science
and She‖ a social media campaign initiated by the
International Service for the Acquisition of Agribiotech Application (ISAAA) and its network of Biotechnology Information Centres worldwide. My passion includes science communication, and I have
published several articles in ACS Axial, MDPI, The
Petri Dish and many others. Being an active ACS Malaysian Chapter member, I often give talks to encourage the usage of social media to disseminate scientific information. In UTP, I organise bi-monthly talk
sessions on science communication titled “Let‟s Talk
Over Tea”. These sessions are aimed to provide an
avenue for the young scientist to communicate their
sciences. This initiative creates a platform for young
minds to speak and share their views, experiences
and aspirations in an informal setting. Being an advocate for female scientists in Malaysia, I work towards abolishing stereotypes towards female scientist
and
started
a
trend
on
Twitter
#scientistscanwearmakeup
My recent award by IUPAC (International Union of
Pure and Applied Chemistry) in the periodic table
for young chemist for the element Ytterbium (Yb)
is indeed a proud moment for me. I was overjoyed
to see Malaysia‟s flag on the periodic table. This appointment is a culmination of various factors that
embodies the mission and core values of IUPAC. It is
my passion to continue to work towards creating
sustainable development goals in this field. I have the
utmost gratitude to AIMST University for setting me
in the right direction.
I believe that science and technology is never a oneperson show. It is an amalgamation of many minds
put together. All my achievement and merits are
credited to the amazing team I work with at Universiti Teknologi PETRONAS.
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Medical Camp
Along with fourth-year medical
students (group F) Dr Christina
Gellknight and Dr Adarsh Bharadwaj, FoM, participated in
„Medical Camp‟ organised by the
Lions Club of George Town and
Penang Adventist Hospital, held
on 24th, February 2019 at Asia
Community Center” Penang.
They screened all the patients for
cataract, Glaucoma, Diabetic
retinopathy and refractive error.
Also screened all the inmates of
the community centre.

Seminar on Workplace Bullying and
Harassment
Dr Leela Anthony (Deputy Dean), Dr Christina Gellknight and Dr Choy from the Faculty of Medicine attend-

ed the “Seminar on Workplace Bullying and Harassment” on 14th December 2018 at Hospital Pulau Penang conducted by MMA under the guidance of KKM
and officiated by Penarah Keshihatan Negeri Pulau
Pinang Dato Dr Wan Mansor Bin Hamzah.
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Some Updates from
Faculty of Medicine (FoM)
Sr. Professor Dr K R Sethuraman,
Dean, FOM, delivered a guest lecture at Saveetha Medical College
& Hospital, Chennai, India on
“Integrated Teaching-Learning:
Climbing Harden‟s Ladder” in November 2018.

Dr Chiristina Gellnight, unit
of Ophthalmology, FOM, delivered a guest lecture at
Saveetha Medical College &
Hospital, Chennai, India, in
October 2018.
Three teams from FoM participated in Radiology Quiz at UniKL
RCMP on 8 December 2018 and
one of the teams reached finals and finally finished in fourth position. Some other FoM ►Continued on page 34
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Dr S Gokul Shankar, FoM, was invited under the
„Renowned Professors from Foreign Universities Invi-
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tation Program‟ at Bharathidasan University Tiruchirapalli,
India, held during 22 - 26 Oct 2018. The program was fully
funded by the Higher Education Department, Government
of Tamil Nadu, India.

A team of year 3 FoM students, Siew Huey, Tan Jue Xi and Tan Soon Jian progressed up to the penultimate
round at the RCMP Microbiology, and Pathology Quiz conducted on 24 November 2018.

AIMST Marketing
On 16th February
2019, our marketing
staff Mr Nixon visited
GES Global and RAVEN Education, Sarawak. He briefed
about various educational programmes,
facilities and scholarships of AIMST University.
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Luminaries

Dr. Ramesh Kumaresan
Dean , Faculty of Dentistry , AIMST University
By DURGA PRASAD MUDRAKOLA
Faculty of Dentistry , AIMST University, Kedah, Malaysia
Dr Ramesh Kumaresan was born
in Tiruchirapalli, Tamil Nadu,
India. He completed his Bachelor
of Dental Surgery from Vinayaka
Mission‟s Dental College, India.
He then obtained his postgraduate degree in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery from the
K.L.E.S Institute of Dental Sciences, Belgaum. He has consistently been in the top achievers'
Dr. Ramesh Kumaresan list during his professional studies. He furthered his training in Stem Cells and Regenerative Medicine from AutoStem Laboratories. After working
under residency programme in leading hospitals in India,
he joined AIMST University in 2010 as a Lecturer in the
Faculty of Dentistry. He has been rendering oral surgical
care to patients with complex medical conditions and has
been actively involved in various research projects.
He has several publications on Oral Surgery and Forensic
Dentistry in international citation-indexed journals and
has delivered talks at national and international forums.
He has received various research grants at the University
and national level. Dr Ramesh is a strong proponent of
gamification in education and practices active learning
approach in enhancing students‟ engagement for effective
and meaningful learning.
The mission of all dental schools is to educate future
dentists—what sets AIMST dental school apart
from others?
Being the first private dental institution in Malaysia, we
take pride in providing our students with a broad, current
and balanced curriculum, allowing them the opportunity
to develop and excel in all areas of dentistry. Our highly
qualified academic staff members, world-class facilities
and outstanding clinical resources set us apart from others. Our dynamic community of more than 538 alumni
around the nation and internationally are the living proof
of our quality. We are proud to have the most number of
dental graduates trained by a private university in Malaysia.
What leadership style do you use to work in the given
situation?
Nelson Mandela in his autobiography quotes that “the
most effective leaders will lead from behind, not from the
front”. It is better to lead from behind and to put others in
front, especially when you celebrate victory during
achievements and success. It is merely giving them credit
for their efforts. However, as a leader, you have to take
the front line when there is a failure. You have to take
responsibility for any failure, stand for your colleagues
and lead them to success. When leading from behind, you
enable all members of your team to participate in moving
the organisation forward and maximising innovation.
Then people will appreciate your leadership.
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Could you please define student success?
I think student success is something beyond academic
success. Academic success is just being able to meet
an institution‟s expectations. However, student success is rather preparing the student for the real world
and is only possible when students find meaning or
purpose in their college experience, that is, when they
perceive harmonious relations between what they are
learning in college and their current life or future
goals.
How would you describe the best relationship between students and faculty for the students’ success?
The three key principles that our faculty is currently
following are active involvement, student validation,
and self-efficacy. Active involvement is the degree or
depth of student engagement in the learning process.
Therefore, the faculty has to involve further in student
-centred learning. Student validation, that is, the students should feel personally significant. Student success increases when they feel welcomed, recognised as
individuals, and when they feel that they matter to the
institution. Also, self-efficacy is to make students believe that their effort matters. Hence, constant encouragement, motivation and recognition are essential.
As Dean you will be exposed to a wide variety of
people, situations and environments, how do you
handle stress at workplace and in personal life?
Though sometimes I face too much pressure as a Dean
in achieving the target, my efficient team members in
the faculty share all my responsibilities. I encourage
my team members to meet me with a solution rather
than a problem. This reduces my stress considerably.
When there is constant motivation, competent team
members, efficient team work and exiting workplace,
then there is no possibility of stress at the workplace.
In my personal life, my spouse is very understanding
and supportive and spending valuable time with my
wife and daughter are a stress breaker for me.
What are the challenges and opportunities for
dental graduates?
The enormous educational debt load of new dentists is
a challenge toward beginning a dental practice or pursuing master programs. Most of the graduates do not
have the funding to get the equipment and harness
the technology required to start their own dental clinic. Hence, the career options for new dental graduates
are changing because of these economic and management challenges in traditional practice and lifestyle
expectations of the millennial dentist. There is also a
growing trend toward group practice models, which
has enormous potential. While new dentists learn to
survive and adapt to an evolving profession with many
pitfalls, they also have the opportunity to shape their
professional development.
What advice do you have for dentistry practitioners on how to keep up with all the new science,
and how to remain current on new techniques?
Make it a habit to read the latest research reports,
follow new journals and attend at least 3 – 4 scientific
conferences and workshops in a year.
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Environment and Wildlife Awareness Campaign
First-year biotechnology and bioinformatics degree programmes students of AIMST University had organised an
Environment and Wildlife Awareness Campaign on 24th
January 2019 at AIMST University. The objective of this
campaign was to create awareness about the importance of
preserving the environment and wildlife. The campaign was
officiated by Prof. Dr Mohd Baidi Bahari, Deputy Vice
Chancellor (Student Affairs), who was accompanied by Snr
Prof. Dr M. Ravichandran, Dean, Faculty of Applied Sciences. The campaign was attended by 180 students of AIMST
University, Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan Ibrahim (Sungai
Petani, Kedah) and Sekolah Jenis Kebangsaan (Tamil)

Ladang Tupah (Bedong, Kedah).
Dr D. Sabapathy from the Bukit Merah Orang Utan
Island Foundation, Perak and Prof. Ahimsa Kampus Arceiz from Nottingham University, Malaysia
were invited as guest speakers for the awareness
talks. Dr Sabapathy‟s highlighted the role and effort of the Bukit Merah Orang Utan Island Foundation, Perak in orang utan conservation. Prof. Ahimsa shared his research on the ecology and conservation of Asian elephants. An exhibition by Forest
Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM), interactive activities, and games and quizzes were also conducted to promote awareness. The campaign was sponsored by Syarikat Aliran Utara Sdn Bhd.

First-year BSc Biotechnology and Bioinformatics students who organised the campaign with the exhibitors from Forest Research Ins titute Malaysia
(FRIM) and Bukit Merah Orang Utan Island Foundation, Perak
Dean of
Faculty of
Applied
Sciences,
Prof.
Ravichandran
presenting a
token of
appreciation to
Professor
First Year BSc Biotechnology and Bioinformatics students posing with Mr K. NithiananAhimsa.
tham (seated, 7th from left) who guided the students for this project.

AIMST Biotech Students Knows the Importance of Environmental Biotechnology
Year 3 BSc (Hons) Biotechnology students had a field
trip to Pinang Tunggal Water Treatment Plant, Sungai
Petani, Kedah on 16 January 2019 to learn about the
role of environmental biotechnology in the water treatment process. The trip was organised by Dr Heera, the
course coordinator for Environmental Biotechnology.
The Pinang Tunggal Water Treatment Plant is operated
by Air Utara Indah Sdn Bhd. The Pinang Tunggal Water
Treatment Plant and Sungai Petani Water Treatment
Plant both produce 227,000 cubic meters per day from
treated water. The source of raw water for both plants is

from the Muda Dam through the Muda River. Students
were shown the various steps in the water treatment
process, starting from the river source until the treated
wa te r
that
comes
o u t
from
t h e
tap.
Students and FAS lecturers with the staff from
Air Utara Indah Sdn Bhd (first from left).
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Science Carnival
AIMST University organised SCIENCE CARNIVAL at
SMK SULTAN BADLISHAH, Kulim on 24th February
2019. Faculty of Engineering and Computer Technology, Faculty of Applied Sciences, Faculty of Allied

School Visit
On 26th February
2019, Mr Vinoth
visited SMK Bandar Baru Seri, Petaling.
He discussed future educational
programmes that can
be at school. He
also delivered a
talk about AIMST
University.
Both
teachers and students were supportive and welcomed AIMST University.
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Health Professions and Faculty of Dentistry teamed up
with The Marketing Division for the Science Carnival.
The lecturers conducted an array of activities and
demonstrations at the carnival. Students actively participated and benefitted from the presentation and demonstration activities.
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A Visit to Penang Tzu Chi Dialysis Centre
On the 28th of February 2019, third-year students of
the School of Nursing paid a visit to 'Tzu Chi Dialysis

Centre at Penang. Miss Ong, Tzu Chi, chief nurse
briefed student about the history of Tzu Chi organisation.

Third-year students of the School of Nursing at the lobby of Tzu Chi central with Miss Teoh, Nurse Educator.

A Talk in an International Conference
The Ahmednagar College (affiliated to Savitribai
Phule Pune University, Pune), Maharashtra,
India had invited
Senior
Associate
Professor Dr Subhash J Bhore, Faculty of Applied Sciences, AIMST University to deliver a
keynote address at
an
International
Conference on Recent Advances in
Traditional MediDr Subhash J Bhore,
cine,
Medicinal
Plants and Phytochemistry (ICRATMMPP2019).
Dr Subhash delivered a keynote address on
"Roles of Biotechnology in Traditional and Modern Medicine in the Era of Sustainability". The

conference was held on 8th and 9th February 2019. More
than three hundred researchers, students and stakeholders
registered and participated in this conference.

Dr. R.J. Barnabas (left) Principal of Ahmednagar College felicitated Dr
Subhash J Bhore, Keynote Speaker of the conference.
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Campus Visit
On 20th February 2019, SMK Kulim students came to
AIMST University for a campus visit. The students got

A Visit to SMK Convent Datuk Keramat
A talk was arranged
at SMK CONVENT
DATUK
KERAMAT,
Penang on 15th February 2019. Mr Heng
Wen Kai represented
the
Faculty of
Pharmacy gave a talk
to the students to
promote AIMST University and assist
them to make a better choice in their
career near future.
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very excited while visiting the Dental Simulation Lab
and the Physiotherapy Skills Lab. Mr Prasad and Ms
Nisha from the Marketing Division coordinated this programme.
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Monash Malaysia Medical Education Conference-2019

AIMST Newsletter

Free Paper Award

Dr Suprava Das, unit of Pharmacology, FoM, presented Prof Premkumar, FoM, receiving a best free paper award
a poster at MMMEC 2019, held on 25th - 26th January at the Associations of Surgeons of India and SAARC sur2019 at Monash University, Malaysia.
gical care international conference held on 26-30 December 2018 at Chennai, India.

AIMST Rotaract Club Activity
Rotaract Club of AIMST University is known for its
social and charity work. Recently, on 16th March
2019, Rotaract Club of AIMST University had organised a cleanup project at Bukit Semarak, Sungai
Petani, Kedah.
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Science Carnival
AIMST University had organised a SCIENCE CARNIVAL at SMJK CHIO MIN,
Kulim, held on 28th February 2019. Faculty of Engineering and Computer
Technology, Faculty of Applied Sciences, Faculty of
Allied Health Professions,
Faculty of Pharmacy, and
Faculty
of
Dentistry
teamed up with The Marketing Division for the Science Carnival. An array of
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activities and demonstrations were conducted at the carnival
for the students to take part. The students were very attentive to the presentations made by the lecturers and staff.

Students in some interactive briefing sessions.
Some staff, academicians and students of AIMST at Science Carnival.
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Fame Lab - Regional heats (USM– Penang)
Ms Theivnai Saroja Ramaiam, a degree student of
School of Physiotherap (Regular batch 9) participated in
the Fame Lab journey by taking part in Regional Heats
which was held on 23rd February 2019 at Universiti

AIMST Newsletter
Sains Malaysia (Penang).
FameLab is one of the biggest science communication
competitions in the world. It is designed to inspire, motivate and develop young scientists and engineers to
actively engage with the public. In Malaysia, it was organised in the partnership with Malaysian IndustryGovernment Group for High Technology (MIGHT).

Cardiopulmonary Workshop
School of Physiotherapy had organised a workshop for General workers
of AIMST University, held on 25th
February 2019 at nursing skill lab,
3rd floor, medical building.
The primary objective of the workshop
was to train participants to deal with
the life-threatening emergency and
apply basic life support skills according to American Heart Association
guidelines. Mr Kalyan, Ms Mallisah
Ms Sangary and Mr Mahesh. V.
Hegde from the Schools of Physiotherapy served as the CPR Instructors for
this workshop.

Hands on CPR Workshop
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A Knowledge Sharing Session on ‘Dealing with Stress’
Stress is an unavoidable experience to go through irrespective of age, gender, race and so on. However, not everyone understands just how important it is to know how
to overcome it. It is common that students feel
stressed, anxious or nervous during exams. „Dealing with
stresses‟, a knowledge sharing session was conducted for
Biotechnology students on 31st January 2019 to make
them familiar with stress management skills. Mr Kaviar-

asu Mahalingam, Advanced Physiotherapist from Faculty of Allied Health Professions (School of Physiotherapy), shared his knowledge with students and highlighted that effective stress management helps to improve health and mood, and boosts the immune system. Students learned various simple ways to overcome stress. Knowledge sharing session was organized
by Dr Subhash J Bhore, Faculty of Applied Sciences.

Technical Talk for the Undergraduate and Diploma students of Electrical and Electronic Engineering.
On the 23rd January 2019, AIMST Faculty of Engineer- MNSvGlobal Synergy Enterprise Consultants delivered
ing and Computer Technology (FECT) had organised a technical Talk on "Electrical Basic Design".

A Technical Talk on Electrical Basic Design
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AIMST Team Won a Silver Medal
Four lecturers, Mr Parteeban, Ms
Agelyia, Ms Geyathiri and Miss
Vigneswari from the School of
General & Foundation studies
had participated in an invention
and innovation competition
known as „K-NOVASI 2019‟ organised by National University of
Malaysia, held on the 23rd - 24th
January 2019. There were about
400 competitors from all around
Malaysia. Our AIMST team be-

came a winner of a silver medal for the „Teaching and Student‟s Supervision‟ category.

From left, Ms Vigneswari, Ms Geyathiri, Ms Agelyia, and Mr Parteeban at K-NOVASI 2019.

Cholera Vaccine Research Meeting at Advanced Medical and Dental Institute (AMDI), USM
On 7 February
2019, Dean of
FAS Prof. Ravichandran
and
Assoc. Prof. Dr
Prabhakaran
visited AMDI to
discuss the safety and toxicological studies of
the newly developed
cholera
vaccine
prototype as per Good
Laboratory
Guidelines
(GLP). The Director of AMDI, Dr
Norehan Moktar
and AMDI staff
attended
this
meeting.

Professional Qualifications

Mr Raman Raguraman

Mr Raman Raguraman who is
serving
as
a
Senior Lecturer
in the Faculty of
Engineering and
Computer Technology acquired
the qualification
as
Chartered
Engineer (CEng))
from the Engineering Council
(EC),
the
United
Kingdom
on
the

Dr Dhinakar Pazhani

Malaysia (BEM). Congratulations!

2 3 rd
No v e mb e r
2018.
Dr Dhinakar Pazhani who currently
serving as a Lecturer in the FECT has
completed his PhD
degree programme
offered
by
Anna
University,
India.
Recently, on the
18th
of
October
2018, he has registered as Graduate
Technologist under the
Board of Engineers,
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International Conference
Ahmednagar College (India) in collaboration with ribai Phule Pune University (India). Post-Graduate
AIMST University had organised an International Department of Botany of Ahmednagar played an inConference on Recent Advances in Traditional Medi- strumental role in the planning and organising procine,
Medicinal
Plants
and
Phytochemistry cess of this conference.
(ICRATMMPP2019). The conference was held on 8th Ahmednagar College is affiliated to the Savitribai
and 9th February 2019 on the fabulous campus of Phule Pune University, and it is the first and the oldAhmednagar College. More than 300 participants est institution of Ahmednagar District, Maharashtra.
Ahmednagar College and AIMST University intend to
registered and participated in this conference.
The conference was financially supported by Savit- establish academic collaborate.

From left: Prof. BM Gaykar, Dr. Amar R Supate, Dr. RJ Barnabas (Principal of Ahmednagar College), Dr Subhash J Bhore, and Mr
Rajeev Singla during abstract book launching programme of the conference.

►Continued from page 20
Kuala Lumpur and Pantai Hospital in Penang to observe our infection control and disease prevention pro-

A visit to Daido Hospital

tocols and strategies.
Arigato to AIMST, Ministry of Health and Rotary International for this opportunity.

At Nagoya city centre University
Hospital

Training completion certificate received
from hospital director
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Scrabble Tournament
Vinnith Ramamurti, Batch 20,
MBBS, secured the second palace, in final countdown scrabble
tournament, held on 17 December 2018. It was organised by
Malaysian Scrabble Club.

Invited Talks

Vinnith Ramamurti

Mr Karthikeyan J, Lecturer, School of Physiotherapy
delivered two talks, "Current trend in goals setting,
assessment and physiotherapy intervention – Cerebral palsy” and on “Cerebral palsy child care – Physiotherapy perspective” on 28 February and 1 March
2 0 1 9 ,
respectively.
Kamakshi
child development
centre,
K u l i m
organised
b o t h
talks.

Mr Karthikeyan

Upcoming Events: Biosafety and Biosecurity Month at AIMST University
Safety of students,
staff, faculty, visitors and surrounding environment is
of prime importance
to AIMST University.
In this connection,
AIMST University's
Institutional
Biosafety
Committee
(IBC) and „AIMST
Occupational Safety,
Health, and Environment Committee
(OSHEC)‟ has decided to observe April-2019 as „Biosafety and Biosecurity
Month‟.
The theme of this „Biosafety and Biosecurity Month‟ is
“Beyond the Lab: Increasing the Visibility of Biosafety
and Biosecurity”. The main aim of the exercise is to
promote the importance of biosafety and biosecurity
among students, staff and stakeholders of AIMST University.

To promote the importance of biosafety and biosecurity,
jointly, the „IBC‟ and „OSHEC‟ has organised various
programmes. As we are getting ready to implement biorisk management (BRM) system in university, we are
going to launch the IBC website. „Biosafety Training
Workshop‟ is organised in collaboration with the Department of Biosafety, Malaysia. This workshop will be
conducted on April 9, 2019. A „Symposium on Chemical, Biological, and Health Safety‟ is organised in collaboration with the Institute of Chemistry and Kimia
Malaysia. It will be held on April 16, 2019. A talk on fire
safety and mock fire drill is also planned. Biosafety and
Biosecurity Awareness: Poster Competition will be held
at the end of April. Details of the events will be posted
through emails.
On behalf of IBC and OSHEC, I cordially invite you to
participate in the planned programmes.
Think Safe! Work Safe! Be Safe!
Dr Subhash J Bhore, IFBA Certified Professional
(Biorisk Management); Chairman, Institutional Biosafety
Committee, AIMST University.

AIMST University Biotechnology Students Colloquium 2019 (AUBSC-2019)
Date: 13 June 2019 (Thursday)
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Time: 8:00 am to 5:00 pm
Venue: AIMST University
For more information, please contact Faculty of Applied Sciences, 04 429 8410

Advertorial
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200 students and staffs of AIMST University celebrated Earth Hour earlier in the
campus to inspire the community to improve environmental sustainability and
celebrate the global effort of combating
global

change.

(Kwong

Wah

Yit

Poh;Sin Chew Daily)

AIMST University Astronomy Club organized stargazing with Dr. Chong, Head of
Penang Astronomy Club. About 100 AIMST students and staffs joined the event.
(Sin Chew Daily; Guang Ming Daily & Kwong Wah Yit Poh)

AIMST University organized Inter-varsity Tamil
Debate and Public Speaking competition.
12 universities nationwide
participated in the debate
competition while 10 universities participated in
the public speaking competition. AIMST University
won 2nd place for the debate competition. (Makkal
Osai, Nanban and Tamil
Nesan)

Health screening camp at SMK
Amanjaya. About 1000 students,
teachers and public benefited from
the medical camp. (Sinar Harian)

AIMST University won the
best stage play
award in the
National Intervarsity Tamil
Literature
Sketch Competition held at
Universiti Pendidikan Sultan
Idris.
(Tamil Nesan;
The Star
Online)
Medical Health screening programme was held in
conjunction with International Women‟s Day celebration at AIMST University. 247 participants
attended the programme.
(Sinar Harian Campus Online)
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