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World Environment Day 

World Environment Day is the United Nations’ principal vehicle for encouraging 
worldwide awareness and action for the environment. Held annually since 1974, 
the Day has also become a vital platform for promoting progress on the 

environmental dimensions of the Sustainable Development Goals. With the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) at the helm, over 150 countries 
participate each year. Major corporations, non-governmental organizations, 

communities, governments, and celebrities from across the world adopt the World 
Environment Day brand to champion environmental causes. 

 
World Environment Day 2020  
The theme of the World Environment Day 2020 (WED-2020) is “Biodiversity.” 

Hence, the focus of WED-2020 will be on Biodiversity. 
 

What Is Biodiversity? 
Biodiversity describes the variety of life on Earth, including the 8 million plant 
and animal species on the planet, the ecosystems that house them, and the 

genetic diversity among them.  
Biodiversity is a complex, interdependent web, in which each member plays an 
important role, drawing and contributing in ways that may not even be visible. 

The abundant foods we eat, the air we breathe, the water we drink and the 
weather that makes our planet habitable all come from nature. 

 
Why Biodiversity Matters? 
Biodiversity is the foundation that supports all life on land and below water. It 

affects every aspect of human health, providing clean air and water, nutritious 
foods, scientific understanding and medicine sources, natural disease resistance, 

and climate change mitigation. Changing or removing one element of this web 
affects the entire life system and can produce negative consequences. Without 
nature, life on Earth would not be possible. 
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The Impact of Human Activity  
Human activities have significantly changed three-quarters of land surface and 

two-thirds of the ocean area.  Between 2010 and 2015 alone, 32 million hectares 
of forest disappeared; and in the last 150 years, live coral reef cover has been 

reduced by half. Glacial ice is melting at astonishing rates while ocean 
acidification grows, threatening the ocean’s productivity. Wildlife species are 
disappearing tens to hundreds of times faster now than in the past 10 million 

years; and within the next ten (10) years, one out of every four known species may 
have been wiped off the planet.  
We are on the verge of a mass extinction; and if we continue this path, biodiversity 

loss will have severe implications for humanity, including the collapse of food and 
health systems. 

 
Biodiversity Loss and COVID-19 
The emergence of COVID-19 has made it clear that, when we destroy Biodiversity, 

we destroy the system that supports human life. By upsetting the delicate balance 
of nature–encroaching on wildlife, reducing the genetic diversity within animal 

populations, causing climate change and extreme weather events–we have created 
ideal conditions for the spread of viruses between animal and human 
populations.  Nature is sending us a message. 

  
It is Time for Nature 
Reversing biodiversity loss is the only way to restore and sustain a healthy 

planet.  This will only be possible when we understand the web of life in which we 
live and appreciate that it functions as a whole system.  It is time to reimagine our 

relationship with nature and put nature at the heart of our decision-making. 
The Convention on Biological Diversity recognizes that biological diversity is 
critical to a healthy planet (Info Source: https://www.worldenvironmentday.global/#). 
 

World Environment Day 2020 at AIMST University  

To commemorate the World Environment Day-2020, AIMST University is going to 
publish a book. The title of the planned Book is BIODIVERSITY FOR 
SUSTAINABILITY – Challenges and Perspectives in the Post-Pandemic Era. 

Through internationally recognized e-Book platforms, this Book (with e-ISBN and 
ISBN bar-code) will be made available Free of Charge to the scientific community 

and the people. 
Interested academics, researchers, biotechnologists, and other stakeholders are 
cordially invited to contribute a chapter to highlight their challenges and 

perspectives in the Post-Pandemic Era. Your genuine contribution is essential for 
the Biodiversity and sustainability at the local, national, regional, and 

international level. You are requested to take this opportunity and join us in 
commemorating the World Environment Day-2020. 
 

The Scope of the Book and Manuscript Preparation Guidelines are provided in 
the following section. 
 

https://climate.nasa.gov/climate_resources/4/graphic-dramatic-glacier-melt/
http://sdg.iisd.org/news/unep-releases-ocean-acidification-report/
http://sdg.iisd.org/news/unep-releases-ocean-acidification-report/
https://www.cbd.int/convention/
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Publishing 

A Book 

Biodiversity for Sustainability 
Challenges and Perspectives in the Post-Pandemic Era 

 

Scope of the Book 
 
The scope of the book on BIODIVERSITY FOR SUSTAINABILITY – Challenges and 
Perspectives in the Post-Pandemic Era includes but not limited to: 
Agriculture; Air Quality; Aquaculture, Biotechnology; Biodiversity; Bio-fertilizer; Chemicals 
and waste management; Climate change; Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
Pandemic and Biodiversity; Disasters and Biodiversity; Ecosystem management; Education 
and training; Energy; Environment and finance; Environment and health; Environmental 
assessment; Environmental governance; Environmental law and policy; Pandemic 
diseases and biodiversity, Forests; Genetic engineering and environment; Gender and 
environment; Green economy; Greening the blue; Illegal trade in wildlife; Industrial and 
food biotechnology; Music and environment; Oceans and seas; Organic farming; Ozone; 
Plant Biotechnology; Renewable energy; Resource efficiency; Sports and environment; 
Sustainable cities and lifestyles; Sustainable consumption and production; Sustainable 
development goals and Biotechnology; Tourism; Water; and any other topic related to 
global Sustainable Development Goals adopted by the international community.  
You could write a chapter on any relevant topic. 
 

Manuscript Preparation Guidelines 

 
Full papers and reviews will be published in a book with ISBN and ISBN bar-code. 
Manuscript preparation guidelines are given below: 
 
Type of Articles 
 
Book Chapter / Review Article: These articles should not exceed 18 pages of printed text, 
including tables, figures, and references. 
 
Title Page 
The first page of the manuscript should include the following information: 

- The title of the paper/review, which should be concise. 

- The names of the author (Please provide the full name of all authors and 

underline the surnames). 

- Present addresses of authors. 

- Complete name, address, telephone, fax numbers and an e-mail address of all the 

corresponding and co-authors. 
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Abstract 
Should be written in a structured format (between 150-250 words) presenting the essence 
of the article content concisely, clearly, and coherently. 
 
 Keywords: A maximum of 5 keywords separated by a semicolon. 
 
Text 

- Page Size: A4 
- Font: Times New Roman  
- Font size: 12 
- Spacing: single-spaced throughout (all parts including title, address, captions, tables, 

and references) 
- Margin: wide margin (2.5 cm on all four sides). 
- Use line numbers (starting from 1 on each page) for review purpose 
- Primary headings:  all should be in upper case and bold. 

 
Examples:   

INTRODUCTION 
PRIMARY HEADING 
PRIMARY HEADING 
PRIMARY HEADING 
REFERENCES,  
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS (if any)] 

 
Sub-heading: can be used when necessary and written in lower case and bold. Examples:   

Pollution and air quality 
Impact of water pollution 
Impact of Coronavirus Disease 2019 
Challenges 

 
Footnotes should not be used. 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
The introduction should provide a brief background of the work in the relevant field and how 
biodiversity is vital for sustainable development. At the end state, what is discussed in the 
article? 
 
 2. PRIMARY HEADING 
This section should include sufficient details or facts to justify the case. The source of 
uncommon chemicals and research materials should be stated. 
 
3. PRIMARY HEADING 
 
4. PRIMARY HEADING 
 
5. PRIMARY HEADING 
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6. PRIMARY HEADING 
 
7. PRIMARY HEADING 

(Note: You may use more number of PRIMARY HEADINGS 
deemed necessary for your article.) 

8. PERSPECTIVES 
 Author/authors viewpoints (that you want to highlight) 
 
9. REFERENCES 
 
The in-text citation consists of author surname(s)/family name(s), in the order that they 
appear on the actual publication, followed by the year of publication of the source that you 
are citing.  
Examples:   

- For citations in brackets with one author: (Weston, 1988). 
- For citations in brackets with two authors: (Brown & Black, 2019) OR “Brown and 

Black (2019) indicate that…” 
- For citations in brackets with more than two authors: (Bhore et al., 2018) 

 
Placement of citations will depend on the emphasis you wish to apply 

Examples:   

• If you wish to quote or paraphrase an author and want to emphasize the 
author, then your citation becomes ‘author prominent’. The citation will look 
something like this:  

o Jones (2012) has concluded that...  
• If you wish to emphasize the information you have paraphrased or quoted from an 

author, then your citation becomes ‘information prominent’.  The citation will look 
something like this: 

o ... as evidenced from a recent Australian study (Jones, 2012). 

All the in-text citations should be listed at the end of the paper and placed in alphabetical 
order. 
Some examples are given as follows: 
 
Journal article  
 
Tian D., Xie Y., Barnosky A.D. and Wei F. (2019). Defining the balance point between 
conservation and development. Conservation Biology 33, 231-238. 
 
Book 
 
Agrios G. N. (1988). Plant pathology. Academic Press. New York. pp. 15-20. 
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Chapter in a book 
 
Bailey J. A., O’Connell R. J. and Nash C. (1992). Infection strategies of 
Colletotrichum species. In: Colletotrichum – Biology, Pathology and Control. Bailey, J. A. 
and Jeger, M. J. (eds.). CAB International, Wallingford, England. pp. 88-120. 
 
Thesis 
 
Uronu A. B. (1989). Studies on the infection of pea (Pisum sativum) by Colletotrichum pisi. 
M.Sc. Thesis. University of Bristol, U. K. 
 
Conference Proceeding Papers 
 
Green P. N., Wood D. C. and Dow, C. F. (2002). Taxonomic status of some methogens. 
In: Crawford A. D. and Lind, B. C. (eds.). Proceedings of the 4th International 
Symposium. American Society for Microbiology, Washington, D.C. U.S.A. pp.141-145. 
 

Internet references are NOT encouraged 
 
Units and Abbreviations 
Use only SI units of measurement, (e.g. cm, kg, g, mL, L, sec, min, h) and other common 
units (e.g. bp, kb and Da). The use of abbreviation should be avoided except for those 
universally accepted. Define each abbreviation and introduce it in parentheses the first time 
it is used. 
 
A few examples are as follows: 
DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid), cDNA (complementary DNA), NAD (nicotinamide adenine 
dinucleotide), NADP (nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide phosphate), PFU (plaque-forming 
units), CFU (colony-forming units), PCR (polymerase chain reaction), ELISA (enzyme-
linked immunosorbent assay), SDS (sodium dodecyl sulphate). 
 
Nomenclature of organisms 
Organisms must be correctly named following the current format. Genus and species name 
should be in italics. Wherever applicable, the authority, cultivar or strain number should be 
stated along with the scientific name of the organism. 
 
Figures 
Submit relevant figures only. Figures and photographs should be labelled as Figure and 
inserted at the deemed right location in the article. Figures should be numbered according 
to their sequence in the text. For digitally generated photographs, the resolution should be 
at least 300 d.p.i. Photographs can be in ‘colour’ OR in ‘black and white’ and have good 
contrast. Colour figures are welcomed for online publication (e-Book); however, the 
hardcopy publication (if done) may be printed in black and white. 
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Tables 
Each Table should be typed (using insert function) at the deemed right location in the 
article. Use Arabic numerals, e.g. Table 1 and numbered consecutively. Each Table should 
have a title. Tables should be in the formats given below: 
 
 
Type 1  
 

Operating System Value 

AAA  1234 
BBB 1234 
CCC 1234 

 
 
Type 2 
 

Batch No. 1 B C R Value (log B / C) Antimicrobial 
Efficacy (%) 

A Xxx Xxx Xxx 1 99 
B Xxx Xxx Xxx 1 99 
C Xxx Xxx Xxx 2 100 

 
 
Type 3: Title of the Table  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Type 4: Title of the Table 
 

 
 
Before, submission of the chapter, please use ‘Checklist’ shown on the next page 
 

Specimen details 
 

Total 
number 

Reaction Percentage of 
positivity Positive Negative 

A 50 25 25 50 % 
B 100 25 75 25 % 

Wood samples Solvents 
Metabolites 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9  

AAA 
 

Aa + 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

- 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

- 
- 
- 

Bb 

Cc 

BBB 
 

Aa + 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

Bb 

Cc 
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Checklist: 
 

Information / Format Yes (Y) / 
No (N) 

1. Authors name are in full, and surnames are 
underlined 

 

 

2. The abstract is written in a structured format 
 

 

3. Relevant Keywords are provided  
 

 

4. E-mail addresses of all co-authors are provided 
 

 

5. References are in a stated format 
 

 

6. All tables and figures are in the stated format. The 
total number of both tables and figures are not 

exceeding 8. All line bar/graphs are in a suitable 
colour and or patterns. 
 

 

7. Corresponding author’s complete name, address, 
telephone, fax numbers and an e-mail address is 

stated. 
 

 

 

Manuscript Submission: 
 

Please do submit your manuscripts to Dr Subhash J. Bhore (Department of Biotechnology, 
Faculty of Applied Sciences, AIMST University, Bedong-Semeling Road, 08100 Bedong, 
Kedah Darul Aman, Malaysia) at wed-2020@aimst.edu.my / subhash@aimst.edu.my 
before 30 June 2020. 
 
Important Dates*: 

• Authors will submit their Manuscript: Before 30 June 2020  

• Completion of the review process: 10 July 2020  

• Completion of Corrections & Proof Reading: 17 July 2020  

• Book Publication: 31 July 2020 (tentative) 
 
*AIMST University reserves the rights to change the stated dates  
 

 
About the Editor, Dr Subhash J Bhore 
Subhash studied Botany at University of Pune (India) & Molecular Genetics at the National University of Malaysia. In 2009, he was 
nominated for the AASIO’s Young Scientist Award. Currently, he is serving as Senior Associate Professor of Biotechnology at AIMST 
University, Malaysia. He has published 58 peer-reviewed articles, 6 Books, and deposited 11918 cDNA/DNA sequences in Nucleotide 
Database of the National Center for Biotechnology Information (NCBI)/ the DNA Data Bank of Japan (DDBJ)/ the European Molecular 
Biology Laboratory (EMBL). He has received 18 awards and or fellowships. He is also a Certified Professional (for Biorisk 
Management and Biosecurity) of the International Federation of Biosafety Association (IFBA). As an IFBA Certified Professional, he is 
actively engaged in promoting Biosafety and Biosecurity awareness. He is having considerable editorial and publishing experience. 
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